My Three Years in America

purpose of starving out the German people. During a dis-
cussion bet ween "myself and Mr. Lansing, later Secretary of Stsfte,
on the matter of assistance to be sent by America to Belgium,
he expressed the opinion that nothing would come of the scheme,
as Lord Kitchener had adopted the attitude that no food sup-
plies could under any circumstances be sent to territory in
German occupation. I answered that I had expected this
refusal, as it was England's intention to starve us out, to which
Mr. Lansing replied : " Yes, the British frankly admit as much,"
It will be remembered that, as a matter of fact, Lord Kitchener
withdrew his refusal in view of the pressure of English public
opinion, which demanded that relief should be sent to Belgium
on account of the distress prevalent there, and despite the fact
that such a measure was of indirect assistance to us. A
subsequent proposal from the American Government for the
dispatch of similar relief to Poland was declined in London,
We Germans had hoped that the neutral States would
vigorously claim their right to freedom of mutual trade, and
would take effective measures, in conjunction with the leadership
of the United States, to iforce the British Government to sus-
pend the oppressive and extra-legal policy- This they failed
to do, at any rate, in time to forestall the fateful decision on our
part to undertake submarine warfare. It is now impossible
to tell whether this policy might not have had mare favourable
results, had not the growing estrangement between Germany
and America caused by the new campaign nipped in the bud
any possibility of serious Anglo-American differences. In the
other neutral countries this submarine warfare alienated all
sympathy for us, and no doubt was one reason why the neutral
States, which in previous wars had always attempted to vin-
dicate their rights as against the Power which had command of
the sea, now refrained from any concerted action to this end.
Such a procedure on their part would have indirectly influenced
the situation in favour of Germany, as the weaker Power at sea;
it will be remembered that the United States, during their
War of Independence against England, drew much advantage
from a similar attitude on the part of the European Powers,
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